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VI PREFACE. 



Gospel is freely preached, there are for 
every two "anxious enquirers" at least 
twenty who wish that they were anxious? 
In the writing of the following chapters, 
both classes have been borne in mind; 
those who are deeply anxious, and those 
who are only a little uneasy ; those who 
are really unhappy, and those who are 
only somewhat dissatisfied; those who 
heartily long to be followers of Christ, 
and those who only wish somewhat vaguely 
to be c a little better ' than they are. My 
hope has been that for each some word of 
help might be given. 



Worton House, Eastbourne, 
1882. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE GATEWAY OF ENTRANCE. 

|NTER ye in at the Strait Gate I' 1 
So spoke the gentle Redeemer, 
living as man upon the earth which His 
own Hands had made, with poor and needy 
men always about Him. He knew their 
poverty and their wants. He knew the 
home-difficulties and the heart-troubles of 
each one amongst them. And so knowing, 
He laid upon them all a distinct commaxA*. 
•Enter ve in at the Strxye Okw.^ v 
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For there is but one strait or narrow 
gate, leading into one narrow path, by 
which men may journey unto the one 
Heavenly Home. 

Many go the other way, thronging gaily 
through the wide gate, into the broad and 
easy highway, thinking little as they tread 
it whither that smooth road shall lead 
them. 

Yet, after all, many do think — if only 
now and then ; and many are not quite 
satisfied with their own position; and 
many have a nameless dread of the future, 
even though they have not by any means 
resolved to leave the broad road, with its 
pleasant attractions and its hidden perils. 
For the narrow path is a very different 
manner of place to tread. On the wide 
road a man may carry with him any amount 
of baggage, of what sort he pleases ; but 
the strait gate will only just admit him 
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through its narrow opening, and certain 
needless encumbrances may have to be 
dropped outside. On the wide road a 
man has only to consult his own likings, 
and those of* his companions; but in the 
narrow pathway he will be upon the 
King's business. On the wide road, a man 
may dally as he will with passing butter- 
flies and flowers ; but in the narrow path- 
way he will be expected to press steadily 
forward. So perhaps a measure of hesi- 
tation, before the one is left for the other, 
is not so very surprising. 

A litde wicket gateway, and a little 
narrow path leading away beyond, straight 
up steep hills and down into deep valleys, 
—nothing particularly attractive in this. 

Only this is not alL For just ahead, in 
-the far distance, at the other end of the 
path, shines perpetually a soft atvdraftY&st\. 
light That light never ctaxtgps, tiknsx 
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flickers, never goes out. Clouds may 
come between for a while ; but when they 
pass away, there it is still. Mists may blot 
it out for a while ; but when the mists melt, 
there it is stilL Eyes may be too blinded 
with tears or weakness to see it for a while ; 
but when the tears are dried or the sight 
grows stronger, there it is still. And each 
man walking along the narrow path knows 
that by-and-by he is coming to the light. 
Dark valleys here ; but none there. 
Cloudy nights here; but none there. 
Rough stones here ; but none there. So 
through pain and strain and weariness, he 
may still press joyously onward, thinking 
of the wonderful light beyond those 
distant hills, and knowing that every step 
is bringing him nearer. 

How different this from the broad road. 

For there no light shines in the far dis- 

tance. There, when the feet are wounded 
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with stones and the hands torn with sharp 
brambles — and there are stones and 
brambles in abundance on the broad as well 
as in the narrow way, though people forget 
this sometimes — the poor wanderer has no 
' sweet by-and-by ' to comfort him. He 
cannot lift his eyes to the far-off golden 
light, and think how soon all pain and 
shadow will be over, — for in his distant 
view there is only dense darkness. Or, if 
he see a light at all, it is but the dancing 
Jack-o'-the-lantern over the marshes, 
luring him on to destruction. 

So the grand difference between the 
Narrow Way and the Broad Road lies in 
the Beyond. One ends in light, and the 
other ends in gloom. One ends in happi- 
ness, and the other ends in misery. For 
the one is the work of the King of Glory ; 
and the other is the work of the Prii\c«. 
of Darkness. 
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The narrow path is entered by only one 
simple gateway. No other mode of ingress 
is to be found. 

Mankind may be divided into many 
different kinds or classes — as to nation, as 
to customs, as to character, as to intellect. 
But here we have a very plain and 
simple dividing of men into two classes — 
those who are within, and those who are 
without, the one strait gate. 

In all such classes there is, so to speak, 
a shading off of one into another. Here, 
too, we find the same. Some outside are 
very near indeed to some inside. So near 
as to be almost touching ; so close, that 
dim eyes, looking on, often cannot see or 
know which are truly within and which 
are without 

Only God sees and knows. It is not 
for us to judge. It is not for us to attempt 
to decide whether this man or that is 
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saved or no. Yet near as they may 
appear to stand, there is always this 
grand distinction — that some are within 
and some are without the little dividing 
gate. For there is no between state. All 
must of necessity be either the one thing 
or the other. 

Strange to say, there are many who 
wish to be of the number ' within/ and 
yet they do not enter. There are many 
lingering near, with wistful looks, and yet 
they do not step over the threshold. 
There are many uneasy and dissatisfied 
at heart, and yet they remain outside. 

Two reasons for this. First, they do 
not believe in God's willingness ; secondly, 
they are not willing themselves. 



A little gateway, and a little path 
beyond, with a shining light in the far 
distance. Try to pictuie Sx. <^ea£cj% 
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Many have passed through the gate, 
and are hastening with joyous feet towards 
the Light. Others, who also have passed 
through, are making slower advance, 
lagging heavily, and stumbling often, and 
complaining much about the little hard- 
ships of the way — as if they would have 
no hardships to bear outside the narrow 
path, as well as in it, poor things ! 

Without the gate are very many more, 
not yet walking along the path, not yet 
able to see the shining light ahead. 

Some cluster close around, trying ear- 
nestly to enter, pleading in passionate 
tones for admittance. And they will not 
remain long outside, you may be sure ; 
for One stands beside the gate, with a 
radiance of holy and pitying love upon 
His downward-bent Face. Though they 
cannot see Him, He sees them; and 
soon His hand will be laid upon each 
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striving one, and the gate will be found 
open. I suppose they are too busy as yet 
with their own fears and feelings to give a 
single look up, or they could hardly fail to 
see the open gate, and the outstretched 
Hand, and the gentle loving Face. 

Beyond these earnest seekers are other 
groups loitering near ; lingering, hesitating, 
casting many doubtful glances down the 
broad and pleasant road, which winds away 
from where they stand. It seems as if 
they had on them a certain restless dis- 
satisfaction — a certain longing for some 
thing, they hardly know what, which as 
yet they do not possess. So they hang 
about outside, and half wish to pass 
through the gate, and half think they 
would not quite like what such a step 
would involve. They do not exactly know 
how to obtain admittance, and they are 
not sure that they wish, iox *<fcxKfcXa»R^ 



IO TRYING TO ENTER. 

even if it is to be obtained ; and yet they 
cannot feel quite content to remain out- 
side. 

So they go on, day after day, and month 
after month, in uncertainty. 

But going on thus is not standing still. 
So long as a man is not inside, he must be 
outside. And every day of his life that 
does not at least bring him nearer to the 
gate, takes him farther away from it. 

One thing is sure. Whether or no such 
a man really wishes to enter, he is not 
happy in his present position. How can 
he be ? For Christ's command is, ' Enter 
ye in at the strait gate ;' and each moment 
that he holds back from doing so, he is 
disobeying the King of Heaven. 

1 Matt. vii. 



CHAPTER II. 




THE HEART'S NEED. 

[HERE is a certain sense of unsatis- 
fied desire common to many 
hearts — I had almost written, to all hearts. 

It does not always amount to a positive 
longing. Many of these l lingerers outside 
the Door' have no intense feeling, no 
passionate wishing — nothing beyond a 
kind of uneasy sense that something is 
lacking in their lives. 

And that 'something' is — God Himself. 

The truth cannot be too scon or too 
clearly grasped. That which man craves 
is not merely comfort ox \y2i\>\atv^^ 'ssks'*-- 



12 TRYING TO ENTER. 

tion or heaven. The unsatisfied void, the 
hungry longing, the restless craving of the 
human heart, is after God. 

For God made man in His own image, 
after His own likeness. God fitted man 
for high communion and fellowship with 
Himself. And nothing short of these can 
fill the heart of man. Earthly pleasures, 
earthly amusements, earthly pursuits, 
earthly friendships, — these have their at- 
tractions, yet they do not satisfy. There 
is still a lonely inner chamber of the heart, 
which nothing earthly can fill. 

' Thou hast made us for Thyself] wrote 
St Augustine, 'and the heart never resteth 
till it findeth rest in Thee.' 

' Come unto Me] spoke the Lord Jesus, 
1 and / will give you rest/ 1 

'I shall be satisfied when I awake,' 
uttered David, i with TJiy likeness.' 2 

The deeper a man's nature, the deeper 
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is usually this longing for something more 
than earthly. The more intense the power 
of enjoyment, the more intense is the 
after-rebound from mere earthly pleasure 
into unsatisfied desire and weariness ot 
heart 

And remember, this longing is implanted 
in our natures by God Himself. He who 
' made us for Himself,' made us such that 
nothing less than Himself is sufficient 
for us. 

So, knowingly or unknowingly, we all 
thirst after God. Unknowingly — for 
thousands who have, more or less dis- 
tinctly, the sense of emptiness in their 
hearts and of something lacking in their 
lives, do not in the least know what it is 
they really want. They fly to various 
pursuits — intellectual occupations, money- 
making, books, society, friendships, gaiety, 
— and wonder that after aXV ft\»j **^ ^^* 
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satisfied. The man who gains wealth 
wants more wealth. The man who wins 
fame finds it worthless. The woman who 
pays away her heart in love for others, 
meets with disappointment. The girl who 
makes admiration her object, and obtains 
it to the utmost, has her hours of utter 
dejection. For still there is a void, which 
none of these things can fill. 
. And when such hours and days come, 
— when success palls, when friends dis- 
appoint, when life seems not worth living, 
when the heart cries out for something 
not yet reached, — how few recognise the 
solemn truth, that it is God's Voice speak- 
ing to the soul 1 

The Voice of God may speak loudly, or 
it may whisper very softly. If we would, 
we might hear it often — still and low and 
calm, like the Voice which spoke to Elijah. 

.But we are so busy, so full of our little 
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fussy concerns, hurrying here and there, 
talking and working and managing, that 
we find small leisure to sit down and 
listen. And for once that the Divine 
Voice speaks loudly, it speaks softly a 
thousand times. 

Not only in hours of intense dejection 
or disappointment, but every time there 
comes a feeling that things are not quite 
right with you — every time you have a 
sense that you have done wrong — every 
time you are stirred by a wish to be 
' better* or ' different ' — every time you 
find yourself turning with dread from 
thoughts of old age and of death — then 
pause, think, beware ! For the Voice of 
God's Holy Spirit is speaking to you. 
Jesus, the Son of God, is gently knocking 
at your heart The Father is commanding 
you to turn to Him. 
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I have spoken of man's need for, and 
heart-craving after, God. That is one side 
of the matter. 

There is another side to the matter — 
God's longing desire after man, to have 
him for His own. And this is a thought 
which may well draw us nearer to God. 

In one sense, all men belong to Him, 
as their Creator. God can do with us as 
He wilL Man has broken loose from 
God, has thrown off his allegiance to 
God, has snapped the connecting link 
between God and his soul. Yet still by 
His sovereign power, the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth can enforce submission — apd 
in the end He will enforce it, solemnly 
and awfully, upon those who resist Him. 

But He demands other than this. God 
would not have men For His unwilling 
slaves ; neither will He compel us to walk 
the narrow way, like puppets moved by 
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wires. He craves from us heart-love, 
heart-service, heart-submission. 

For His is a Father's heart, and a Father 
will be satisfied with nothing short of 
these; even as nothing less than the 
Father's love and presence will satisfy the 
child. 

If only the children knew, and would 
turn to Him, and would believe in His 
loving tenderness towards them i 

'As I live, saith the Lord God, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; 
but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O House of 
Israel?' 3 

'O that there were such an heart in 
them, that they would fear Me, and keep 
all My commandments always, that it 
might be well with them and with their 
children for ever.' 4 
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Is not this Fatherly love and longing 
over His rebellious children—for their 
sake pleading with them ? And again in 
the Person of Jesus : 

' When He saw the multitudes He was 
moved with compassion.' 5 

' O Jerusalem, Jerusalem . . how often 
would I have gathered thy children toge- 
ther, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings ; and ye would not !'° 

There is indeed the terrible truth that 
sin unforgiven must be visited — that the 
sinner who will not take refuge in Christ 
must stand before God bearing his own 
guilt If by deliberate choice he refuses 
God's way of safety, he will have to endure 
the consequences. 

But this is not God's will for man ; He 

' willeth not the death of a sinner.' He 

'commandeth all men everywhere to re- 

pent' 7 He calls upon 'all the ends of 
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the earth ' to 'look unto Him and be 
saved.' 8 He desires men urgently, in His 
loving pity, to enter the Strait Gate, into 
the Pathway of Life. 

For there is no other way. How should 
there be? Had any easier and lighter 
mode of salvation for men been possible, 
think you that the Father would have sent 
His dear Son to die — think you that 
the King of Glory would have left His 
throne, and lived a life of sorrow, and 
died a death of agony — unnecessarily? 
Utterly out of the question ! 

Yet, though He has so suffered, though 
the Way lies open, though God commands 
and urges all men to enter — still how 
many linger outside, not at all sure 
whether, after all, God is willing to have 
them within 1 

1 Matt. xi. 2 Psa. xvii. 8 Ezek. xxxiii. 

4 Deut. v. B Matt. ix. • Matt. **&. "» KsA* 
xvii. 8 Isa. xlr. 

1 — * 
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CHAPTER III. 
ouit father's willingness. 
|B5j6| QUESTION was put to the Lord 
■Sbl Jesus Christ one day, as He 
walked the land of Judea, ' Lord, are 
there few that be saved?' 1 It was a 
question savouring of curiosity, and His 
answer was practical and simple, setting 
aside that which did not concern the 
speaker, and bringing the matter home to 
himself. ' Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate ; for many, I say unto you, will seek 
to enter in, and shall not be able.' 1 

Are there few? Are there many? How 
often we waste our time and energy over 
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such profitless questions ! Few or many, 
what concern is it of ours ? If we are 
saved, our business is to call others to 
Christ, as many as we can. If we are not 
saved, His command sounds clearly — 
1 Strive to enter.' 

1 For many . . shall not be able.' What, 
shall any man ever knock in vain at the 
Door of Mercy? Shall any man ever 
plead in vain at the Feet of Christ ? 

Yes, verily, if he put off doing so too 
long. For ' When once the Master of the 
House is risen up, and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand without ' — 
beginning then, too late! — 'and to knock 
at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open 
unto us. . . He shall answer and say unto 
you, I know you not, whence ye are.' 
And again : ' I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are ; depart from Me, all ye 
workers of iniquity.' 1 WYietv ot«a "Cna 
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King has come in His glory, and has 
closed the gate, then asking, seeking, 
striving, will be in vain. 'Now is the 
accepted time ; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.' 2 

And yet, notwithstanding all this, men 
linger, and hesitate, and delay. 

' True, the gate stands open, and we are 
told to go in. But of course I cannot 
enter, unless God makes me able; and 
how am I to know that He will do so ? 
Perhaps He is not willing to have me in- 
side. Perhaps He does not choose that 
I should be among the saved. If I 
could have some sign — if I could hear 
His Voice inviting me P 

' O fools, and slow of heart to believe !' 3 
spoke the gentle Redeemer, in grieved 
amazement at His own disciples* sluggish 
grasp of truth. How 'slow of heart to 
believe } are thousands now ! 



OUR FATHER S WILLINGNESS. 23 

The ' sign ' has been already given, in 
the dying and rising of Jesus our Lord. 
' Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends.' 4 
Yet even greater love was shown by the 
God-man, for He laid down His life for His 
enemies. 6 Is not this sign enough ? What 
more would you have ? 

'Cannot enter unless God makes you 
able.' True enough. But will that plea 
serve, when God commands us to enter, 
when He promises that we shall be able ? 
Search through the Bible, and see how it 
rings with holy and loving encouragement 
for all who seek and who strive. You 
cannot ' come ' to Jesus, unless the Father 
'draw' you. 6 But He does draw you. 
You cannot be saved unless God is will- 
ing. But He is willing. He is only ' not 
willing' that you should remain outside 
the gate and .'perish. ' He tJaaX *^ax*& 
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not His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all ' — mark that ALL — ' how 
shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things?' 7 Look at the mat- 
ter even in this common- sense light, 
and doubt your Father's willingness no 
longer. 

'If you could hear His Voice invit- 
ing t Does He not invite ? Listen, only 
listen, all thirsty unsatisfied troubled 
spirits. The Holy Spirit whispers again 
and again. Hear His Voice in your 
heart ; hear it in every good impulse and 
desire which come to you unbidden ; hear 
it in each sense of distaste at your present 
life ; hear it in every sermon or book, 
every text or hymn, which leave an im- 
press on your mind ; hear it in the events 
of daily life ; hear it above all in the 
written Word of God ; hear it pleading, 
learning, pressing, urging you to turn to 
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Christ ; and beware of the fearful danger 
of disregarding His call. 



See what manner of invitations God 
gives, and make up your mind once for 
all, as to whether there is the smallest 
loophole for imagining that you yourself 
might not have been included. Better to 
face the matter boldly, and to know the 
worst Anything, rather than to go on in 
uncertainty. 

'And the Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the 
Water of Life freely/ 8 

The voice of God's Holy Spirit and 
the voice of His Church unite together in 
a ringing cry of invitation to all men, to 
come — come — come, axvd Xaks. ^tafe^^s* 
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of Life from the hands of the Lord Jesus. 
But who are particularly invited ? 
' Him that is athirst.' 

I Whosoever will.' 

Wide enough this, one would think. 
Yet the call, though addressed to all men 
— to everybody, without exception — has 
its limitations. These limitations arc — 
not, he that is deeply impressed, or he 
that is sufficiently unhappy, or he that is 
in a fit state, or he that feels himself able, 
— but simply, he that is thirsty, and 
he that is willing. The invitation in- 
cludes all who feel a need for the water, 
and all who will put forth a hand to 
take it. 

See again : 

I I will give unto him that is athirst of 
the fountain of the water of life, freely.' 

'In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If 
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any man thirst, let him come unto Me 
and drink.' 10 

' Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money ; 
come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk, without money and without 
price.' 11 

Over and over again the same : 

' Him that is athlrst ;' 

' If any man thirst ;' 

' Everyone that thirsteth.' 

Can any living man contrive to put 
himself outside the pale of these broad 
and royal invitations — to declare honestly 
that 'any man,' 'everyone,' 'whosoever,' 
are terms which do not or may not include 
him? 

Yes, in one way he can, and in one way 
only. If he is not thirsty, and if he is not 
willing, then he is not included. 'Who- 
soever will ' may come. ' W'Ywswwxct -$rK^ 
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may enter. ' Whosoever will ' may drink. 
But if he has not the thirst, the desire, the 
willingness, then there remains only the 
sorrowful rebuke of the Lord who died 
for him. 

' Ye will not come to Me, that ye might 
have Life. 1 " 

The Lord Jesus said, 'I am the Door," 3 
and 'I am the Way.' 1 * 

So, coming to Him for Water of Life, is 
exactly the same as passing through the 
Strait Gate, which opens upon the Narrow 
Way. Gate and Way and Water of Life 
are one and all — Jesus. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

NECESSARY CONDITIONS. 

BBB F the matter is so easy and simple — 
HiEl if God is willing, and the Way is 

plain, and men wish to enter — what keeps 
so many outside? Also, what need for 
the command, 'Strive to enter'? Striving 
implies something of effort, of resistance, 
of difficulty. A man does not strive to 
walk through an open door, or to pace a 
level road, for he can do either without 
any striving. Why cannot all who are 
thirsty walk at once and unhesitatingly 
into the Narrow Way? 
For two or three reasons. 
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First, because there are certain con- 
ditions attached to the permission to 
enter. 

Secondly, because there are enemies 
about, studiously seeking to hinder those 
who would enter, 

Thirdly, because there is much in men's 
own hearts, which holds them back from 
entering. 

But the one thing which does not hinder 
is God's will, for we are plainly told that 
He is 'not willing that any should perish,' 1 



Eternal Life is offered as a perfectly 
free gift to lost and dying men — a gift, 
costly beyond expression j but a gift, the 
price of which has been once paid, and 
needs not to be paid again. 

'Come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; 



yea, come, buy wine and milk, without 
money and without price'* 

For the money has been already given ; 
the price has been already told. 

' Ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold ... but with 

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST.' 8 

This is the money and price, wherewith 
Christ has purchased the gift of Eternal 
Life, now offered to you and me. 

Some there are who still think that, 
though He has paid so mighty a sum to 
win the prize, He may yet be found un- 
willing to bestow that prize upon those who 
need it. ' slow of heart to believe 1' He 
says, 'Ask, and it shall be given you.' 4 
Men say, ' But if we ask, how do we 
know that He is ready to give ?' 

The gift must be bought by us, although 
a free gift. ' Come ye, buy,' is the com- 
mand. Buy ; not with moncj , wit sj-ijjw 
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with blood, for money could not avail, and 
the blood-price has been paid ; but with 
the all-holy all-powerful Name of Jesus. 

A man in deep poverty and distress 
received a message from a rich and kind 
friend : ' Go to such a shop and choose 
what you will for yourself, to the value of 
fifty pounds. They have a deposit of 
mine. Show the enclosed written order, 
with my signature, and your wants will be 
supplied.' 

Does this little illustration make the 
matter clearer? That man bought what 
he wanted, yet without money. When 
you plead your needs at the footstool of 
mercy, take care that you show the Name 
of Jesus, written in blood. 

This is one of the conditions on which 
alone we are permitted to enter the Strait 
Gate. We have to plead the Name of 
Jesus. 
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Another very solemn and all-important 
condition is that sin must be forsaken. 
We cannot love holiness and evil at once. 
We cannot walk in the narrow path and 
the broad road at the same time. We 
cannot be the servants of God, and also 
the servants of Satan. 

' Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.' 5 Repentance means, not merely 
being sometimes sorry for this or that 
wrong deed, but an utter change of heart 
and will and life. 

'Return unto Me, and I will return 
unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts. 1 * 
This is repentance — just what the Prodigal 
Son did. Not merely feeling unhappy and 
regretting the past, but getting up, leaving 
the husks and the pigs altogether, and 
going back to the Father. 

'That they should repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for ie i p^i.v&.'«^- "* 
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Not works to pay the way to heaven, for 
that price is already paid ; but works meet 
or fit for a man leaving the highroad of 
sin, and entering on the Way of holiness. 

' Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him return unto the Lord ' — these are the 
conditions ; now mark the richness of tiic 
promise — 'and He will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for He 

WILL ABUNDANTLY PARDON.' 8 

This condition is an absolute necessity. 
A man cannot enter the Strait Gate, and 
cling still to his sinful ways. A man 
cannot walk the narrow path, and live 
still a life of bondage to Satan. 

It must not, however, be for a moment 
supposed that a man has to forsake his 
evil ways first, to cure himself of sin first, 
and then to come to Christ. If you try to 
do first one and then the other, you will 
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do neither. The two must take place 
exactly together. They are one step, not 
two steps. 

It is utterly impossible that a man 
should turn to God, and not at the same 
time turn from sia Could you look 
toward the sun, and not turn your back 
upon shadows ? 

It is utterly impossible that a man 
should turn from sin, and not at the same 
time turn to God. If you would leave 
darkness, it can only be by entering into 
light. 

A beggar does not wait until he is a 
little richer before he asks for money. A 
sick man does not wait until he is a little 
better before he sends for the doctor. 
The thirsty ones outside the gate must 
come as they are to Christ, with all the 
unconquered sins, the unsubdued faulty 
the evil inclinations, the mtecw&v&'s* oS. 
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heart and mind and will— just as the sick 
and the blind and the lame came of old to 
Jesus. They were turning their backs 
upon ways of sickness, and entering upon 
ways of health ; but they could only do so 
by coming just as they were to the Great 
Healer. And as with the bodies, so with 
the souls of men. Delays are fatal. 

There must be just this— the will to 
leave sin behind, the ivill to be taught 
and guided and trained as God shall 
choose. Will does not mean power. The 
palsied man had the will to be healed, but 
certainly he had no power to heal himseli. 
There need be no power at all— nothing 
more than just the thirst and just the 
willingness. 

It is only useless to come, if you are 
bent upon doing all for yourself, bent 
upon walking in the old ways, bent upon 
still serving evil. 
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A man must come. That is another 
clear condition. 

Throughout the cities and villages of 
Judea there were many sick and suffering 
ones, in the days when the Lord Jesus 
lived there. But as a general rule He 
healed only those who took the trouble to 
come to Him. When they came, and 
asked, there were no exceptions at all to 
the grand fact that He 'healed them 

ALL,' 9 

He did, it is true, in His measureless 
pity, offer the unasked gift of health to 
the impotent man who could not come, 
and to the blind man who could not see 
Him ; though, indeed, others equally help- 
less found means of reaching Him, when 
they willed it. He showed His sovereign 
power, as well as His deep compassion, in 
o doing; yet these were exceptions \» 
le general rule. Usually, onYy ttva^cj^jj^ 
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came and asked were the ones who re- 
ceived. 

'Come unto Me,' He says now, 'and I 
will give you rest,' That is, 'y'youcomc, 
I will give you rest.' 10 

'Ask, and it shall be given you.' That 
is, i/you ask. 11 

'Seek, and ye shall find.' ^"you seek 
— again. 11 

'Strive to enter in at the Strait Gate.' 
The command implies a promise ; but it 
i= once more, (/you strive. 

Come — ask — seek — strive — and the 
answer is sure. 



These are the Divine commands, con- 
ditions, and promises, wondrously inter- 
twined. 

God's power over us is absolute, and 
Hi* will fof .n la ulw&m ; vet He allows 
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us freedom of choice. He offers the cup 
of Eternal Life, and in His love He waits 
to be gracious." 2 But ' whosoever will ' 

may take, and 'whosoever will' may turn 
away. 

Strong influences are brought to bear. 
Warnings, entreaties, remonstrances, come 
in countless numbers. The Holy Spirit 
strives long and perseveringly. But, 
powerful as these Divine influences are, 
they always stop short of one point. A 
man is never forced through the Strait 
Gate against his own will. Freedom of 
choice is still left him. 

And we must recollect that there are 
counter-influences. This it is which ex- 
plains the need for ' striving,' for ' fighting,' 
for 'resisting.' Thewateroflife is offered, 
and a man has only to step forward and 
take it; but enemies throng around a.\\4 
hold him back. The HoWSouksUwe^w-*- 



the Evil Spirit strives also. God, in His 
pitying love, draws one way ; and Satan, in 
his ghastly hate, draws the other way. 
Christ stands at the Narrow Gate, with 
pierced hands, inviting men to enter; 
while spirits of unbelief, of self-love, of sin 
in countless forms, stand beckoning down 
the broad road, enticing men thither. 

There is something very touching and 
very terrible in the position of the human 
soul, seen thus. It seems to be suspended 
between heaven and hell ; poised between 
good and evil ; swayed by every breath ; 
stirred by every touch ; free to choose, yet 
infirm of purpose; the centre of a fierce 
battle of contending powers ; itself help- 
less, yet compelled to fight; with the 
tremendous issues of a dawning eternity 
dependent upon the results of the almost 
hopeless strife. 
No, (hank God, not hopeless. The 
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enemy may be mighty, but the Lord on 
high is mightier, and He only waits to be 
appealed to. The soul may be utterly 
weak ; but a Strong One is at hand, and 
He will do all that is needed. 

One cry to Jesus, 'Lord, save me; I 
perish;' one look at the crucified and 
risen Christ — not a mere glance, but a 
steadfast gaze^and the soul is no longer 
helpless ; the feeble is able to resist ; the 
enemy flees, and victory is sure. 

Viewing the matter thus, and picturing 
the fearful freedom and peril of the 
human soul, we are apt to wonder and 
perplex ourselves as to how it may be in 
this or that quarter, with some who, as it 
seems to us, have never to the last entered 
the Strait Gate. 

The evil influences were in their case 
so fearfully strong. It appears almost as. 
if they really had no means ot Yxuawung, 



better. Their minds were so warped, sc 
bent aside, that it was as if they could not 
decide for the truth. 

No need for us to judge. We cannot 
measure the weight of influences, holy or 
unholy, which were brought to bear upon 
them ; neither can we gauge their weak- 
ness, or the amount of willing resistance 
offered by their hearts to God and His 
Word. 

There may have been excuses, possibly, 
more than we could see. There may 
have been darkness, feebleness, tempta- 
tion, beyond our power to imagine. 

But remember, God knows all. If you 
or I should be disposed to feel pity — to 
make allowance for strength of evil sur- 
roundings and force of early influences, 
how much more our loving Father in 
Heaven will do so ! What is our pity to 
His pity ? 
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Only let us beware not to frame false 
excuses for ourselves. Before us, at least, 
the gate stands open ; and to us at least 
the choice is plainly offered. If not 
already within, ' Strive to enter !' ' Enter 
ye in.' 

1 2 Peter iii. ' Isa. Iv. ' 1 Peter i. * Matt. vii. 
■Lukexiii. 'Mai. iii. 'Acts xxvi. 8 Isa. Iv. 
» Luke vi. 10 Malt, xi. " Matt. vii. u Isa. xxx. 
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MISTAKEN NOTIONS. 

HERE is, as I have already said, 
much in men's own hearts which 
holds them back from entering the Strait 
Gate. 

One very common cause of delay is 
an honest belief that, though by entering 
they may find eternal safety, yet they will 
have to bid a melancholy farewell to all 
that makes life enjoyable, and will be 
compelled thenceforward to pass a dismal 
and gloomy existence. 

As if there were anything dismal or 
gloomy in God's fair creation, coming 
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straight from His hand, unmarred by evil! 
The gloom that exists springs from the 
touch of sin, n6t from the touch of God. 
And even in this sin- clouded earth of 
ours, what a different tale is told by spark- 
ling sunbeams, dancing rills, singing birds, 
frisking lambs, and merry children ! 

If you, to whom I am now speaking, 
happen to be one of the crowd outside 
the gate, I do not doubt that you may 
see, from where you stand, many a dismal 
and gloomy face amongst those who tread 
the narrow path. 

But look the other way, down the broad 
road, and mark if no mournful and dis- 
satisfied faces are to be seen there also ! 
You will find them in abundance. A 
good deal of gaiety and laughter perhaps, 
but such sad looks. 

Habitual depression is very much, and 
very often, a matter of natuiaN. terete**.- 



others, who have almost no trials 
worth mentioning, are always miser 
It is very much to be regrett 
melancholy faces should be seen, 
sufficient reason, on the narrow p 
where travellers have so much t« 
them happy. But you must nc 
moment suppose that if those sc 
looking people were removed fi 
narrow path and placed on th< 
road they [would immediately becc 
spirited On the contrary, the 
onlv become ten times more s< 
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tudes who throng the broad road. For 
some people have a natural gift of high 
spirits, and many think only of the 
present — except just now and then — and 
■ most of them hope that all is right, and 
do not at all realize where the broad road 
is leading them. But if those cheery 
spirits could be brought to the narrow 
path, how much more happy they would 
be, and how gladly and joyously they 
would press forward to the radiant light 
ahead 1 

Now how about leaving pleasant things 
behind us when we enter the Strait Gate? 
How about the vexed question of ' giving 
up'? 

There is a certain amount of truth in 
the idea — a foundation of truth, upon 
which a tremendous cardboard structure 
is often reared Everything agreeable to 
be laid aside — no more \i\e,asM."[es> — 'wa 
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more brightness— no more enjoyment- 
only toil, and pain, and gloom, and sel: 
denial, until the end. This is what th 
enemy would have us believe. 

The gate is undoubtedly narrow, and 1 
you are heavily laden with baggage, yoi 
may have to drop a thing or two at th 
outset. Also you are pretty sure to pat 
with a good many other things, somewha 
later — not perhaps alwaysbecauscyou«i«n 
but often simply because you believe it t 
be more pleasing to your Master. Sony 
of these things will seem to you in a littl 
while so burdensome and worthless, tha 
you will fling them readily away. Some 
possibly, you may wish to keep longei 
and your Master may even have Himse! 
to unloose tenderly your clasping fingers. 

Whatever is plainly of the nature of si 
must of course be given up at once. Certai 
things, which appear to you now quit 
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cent, may by-and-by, as you come 
fuller sunlight, show doubtful stains. 
1 they, too, will have to be dropped, 
there may be other things, harmless 
lemselves, which yet by their mere 
lit seem to drag you back ; and if you 
eally earnest in pressing forward, you 
soon be willing to fling them aside, 
scarcely a regret. 

it what of all this ? Suppose we 
tned all our lives outside the gate 
Id we never then have to give up any- 
; ? The giving up might be only a 
:r of expediency, or a matter of ne- 
7, or a matter of love to some earthly 
one ; but surely the pain of loss and 
lenial would be, to say the least, not 
:han if we were giving up simply (o 
e our loving Lord None of us can 
:t to go through life without this pain, 
e shape or another. 
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And disquietude beforehand is needli 
You are not told to give everything up 
once. Whatever your Master may i 
upon you to yield to Him, He will g 
you back its full value, now in the prcsc 
as well as by-and-by in the glad futi 
Who would hesitate to give brass for gc 
dust for diamonds, things worthless 
things of untold wealth? 

Things not worthless to you yet Ne 
mind that. Teaching must come, less 
by lesson. Training must advance, si 
by step. God will not give you too mi 
at a time to learn or to do. He will It 
you on very gently, stage after stage. 1 
self-denials which now seem to you i 
possible, will by-and-by grow very easy 
will probably cease to be self-denials 
all. Only go quietly forward, willing tc 
led, and God will do the rest. 
Be quite sure of one thing — that i 



MISTAKEN NOTIONS. SI 

body ever suffers real lasting loss in God's 
service. You may be desired to give up 
a penny to-day, not knowing why, that you 
may receive a shilling to-morrow ; or to 
give up a shilling this month, that you may 
receive a pound next month. But the 
tempter, in his subtlety, is certain to make 
the very most of what you have to re- 
linquish, and to whisper not one word of 
the. rich and glorious things which the 
King has in store, ready to bestow on 
you. 

' For since the beginning of the world 
men have not heard, nor perceived by the 
ear, neither hath the eye seen, OGod, beside 
Thee, what He hath prepared for him that 
waiteth for Him. Thou meetest him that 
rejoiccth and worketh righleousncss ; those 
that remember Thee in Thy ways.' 1 

1 But, as it is written, Eye hath not sc«n, 
nor ear heard, neither have co&etei \s*» 
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the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him. 

But God HATH REVEALED THEM UNTO US 

by His Spirit.' 8 

So these ' things ' are not the glories of 
heaven only, not the joys of the future 
only, but the glories and joys of the 
present life in Christ, given by God, shown 
by His Spirit. And there are joys, there 
are pleasures, there are wonderful and 
beautiful and glorious things, to delight 
the hearts of those who walk the narrow 
path, quite unknown to all who stay out- 
side the gate. 

'Come and see I" 

'0 taste and see !'* 



Another very common cause of delay, 
is a notion that, once through the gate, 
troubles will begin to abound, strong 
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mighty mountains will have to be climbed, 
rapid rivers will have to be crossed. 

I do not say that there is no truth in 
this notion. Undoubtedly there are 
troubles and difficulties in the lives of 
those who live for God ; high mountains 
and dark valleys, powerful enemies and 
fast-flowing rivers. 

But look the matter in the face, and 
think — are there none such in your present 
lives, you who linger outside the gate ? 
Have you never a battle with pride or 
wilfulness, temper or selfishness, even 
now ? Have sin and Satan no power to 
touch you where you stand ? Do waves 
of sorrow never overflow your head? 
Are you secure against loss and bereave- 
ment? Is there never a mountain of 
difficulty to climb, or a valley of depression 
to pass through ? 

If men would hut VieVieve VVe Wafin-, 
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that the grand difference is not betweer 
trouble inside the gate and freedom fron 
trouble outside the gate, but be tweet 
trouble with Christ and trouble withou 
Christ I ' Man is born unto trouble, as thi 
sparks fly upward.' 6 Insidcor outside thi 
Strait Gate, we cannot hope to escape it 
we cannot hope to pass through life 
without sorrows and storms and battling: 
of one kind and another. The onh 
question is, shall we meet them alone, a 
shall we have a Divine Protector, Helpe 
and Guide? 

1 The eyes of the Lord are upon thi 
righteous, and His ears are open unti 
their cry. . . The righteous cry and th 
Lord heareth, and delivered! them out c 
all their troubles. . . Many are th> 
afflictions of the righteous : but the Lori 
delivercth him out of them all' * By ' th 
righteous ' is meant itvMff wYiffl are clothei 
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in the righteousness of Christ ; those who 
are walking in the narrow way. ' Many are 
the afflictions of the righteous,' we are 
told; but mark, this does not at all imply 
that the unrighteous have not many 
afflictions also. 

'In the fear of the Lord is strong 
confidence ; and His children shall have 
a place of Refuge.' 

' The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in 
safety by Him ; and the Lord shall cover 
him all the day long. . . The Eternal 
God is thy Refuge, and underneath are 
the Everlasting Arms.' 7 

' Because thou hast made the Lord, 
which is my Refuge, even the Most High, 
thy habitation, there shall no evil befal 
thee.' 8 

'Casting all your care upon Him, for 
He careth for you.' 

'MvOod shall snnnW ma. to\s W a 
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according to His riches in glory, by Christ 
Jesus.' 10 

Read these verses carefully, culled as 
they are at random from a hundred of the 
same description, and see what they really 
mean. A heavenly Friend always at hand ; 
guidance and protection never failing ; all 
needs foreseen; all wants supplied; no 
evil permitted; the faintest cry heard; 
anxieties and fears utterly needless. 

And yet, — how many there are in the 
narrow path, worried and sad and anxious, 
and perpetually under a burden ! 

Ah, we must never judge of all that God 
would do for His children, by all that He 
does do for them in this or that particular 
case. So many among them hold back, 
and distrust His love, and question His 
power, and look to anybody rather than 
to Him for help, and so stay His gracious 
Hand. For as a rule He ^W^ to tnern, 
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and He will give to us, just in proportion 
to the amount of childlike trust reposed 
by them and by us in His promises. 

Many a one is like a man who has a 
deposit in a bank, which deposit he knows 
will be perpetually supplied afresh from 
the King's own treasury, and yet he 
scarcely ever dares to write a cheque, for 
fear his store should come to an end. 

1 Isa. lxiv. f I Cor. ii. 8 John i. * Psa. xxxiv. 
5 Job v. 6 Prov. xiv. 7 Deut. xxxiii. 8 Psa. 
xci. 9 1 Peter v. 10 Phil. iv. 
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IFWIIANY again are kept back by 
^1 fear, that, if once they enter 
gate, they will not bo able to * live u] 
the mark.' 

They do not think it would be so 1 
to take the first step, but they feel sut 
after-failures, and of after inconsistem 
They think, and think rightly, that 
Christian profession is a high and ', 
profession ; and they reason that i 
better to remain outside, than by entei 
and afterwards falling short, to bring 
credit upon that profession and dishoi 
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upon the religion of Christ. Where they 
now stand, no one expects much from 
them, and they can quietly do their best, 
with either success or failure, unremarked. 
Once let them come to the forefront, 
once let them take a decisive stand for 
Christ, and every failure will be blazoned 
abroad. 

All this is very plausible, but think 
what it really means. 4 Better to remain 
outside !' Much is implied by these 
simple words. Think, — for many are 
hindered by such subtle reasonings. 

Outside the gate means, outside of 
Christ Outside of Ch rist means, unsaved. 
Unsaved means, lost for ever. 

Perhaps, if you are one of these out- 
siders, you do not intend to remain always 
outside. Just at the last, when life is all 
but over, and death is near, having shkta& 
responsibility and taken things easfr} m*asv- 
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while, you will like to make sure of sal 
by stopping inside the gate — if there 
tiine. 

If— but there is an awful alternative 
that ' if.' How if there should not 
time ? How if death should come uj 
you unawares ? How if your feet sho 
stumble at the threshold, and you sho 
find the attempt to be made too late P 

Will you be persuaded by the voici 
the Tempter ? Listen rather to the wc 
of the Ixird Jesus, as He pleads with ; 
to enter now. Do you think He does 
know your weakness, and your tende 
to fall ? Who should, if not your Mak 
Yet Hi; never tells you to stay outside. 

Look at the matter honestly. Dc 
deep in your heart, do you really find 
ruling motive for delay to be a aim 
dread of bringing discredit on religi 
and dishonour to the Kito of Chr 
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Are you sure that no thought of self 
weighs with you most heavily? Have 
you never laughed at the inconsistencies 
of others ? How if that which you really 
dread is to place yourself in their position, 
and to run a risk of bringing sneers and 
criticisms upon yourself? 

It may be so. There is often far more 
of downright cowardice in this holding 
back, than appears upon the surface. 

The dread of inconsistency may be 
turned to good account. No need to 
enter the gate, tamely resolving to be what 
others are, expecting failure as a necessary 
part of a life unto Christ. Look to the 
Master Himself, and not to His followers, 
if you would know what that life should 
be. We are weak, but Christ is strong. 
We are easily swayed, but He is change- 
less. For every need, help is promised \ 
for every perplexity, guidance -, foe e*en 
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danger, deliverance ; for every temptation, 
power to resist 

Thus entering, believing the promises, 
resting upon Christ alike for eternal salva- 
tion and for daily needs, resolved in heart 
and soul to follow after Him, you may 
honour God. By remaining outside the 
gate, it is impossible to do so. 

For remember, God has a right to your 
service. Submission from you is His 
simple due. So long as you remain out- 
side the gate, you are a rebel from your 
King ; you are fighting against Him in 
the enemy's ranks. God, as your Creator, 
has an absolute claim upon your entire 
and undivided service. Christ, as your 
Redeemer, has a yet further claim, an 
additional right ; for He has purchased 
you with His blood, and whether you will 
or no, you are His bond-servant No 
choice is left you as to that position. The { 
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choice is simply as to whether you will be 
a faithful or a faithless bond-servant 

The greater number of those to whom 
I speak are further bound to God's service 
by solemn vows, made in their name at 
infant Baptism. God does not count 
those vows for nothing, whatever man 
may da Many also have in later years 
taken these promises upon themselves, 
solemnly repeating and renewing them, 
engaging before God and man to forsake 
the ways of sin, and to enter upon the way 
of holiness. Will you plead that you did 
not in heart mean what you said at your 
Confirmation? What of that? If you 
make a promise to a fellow-man, and your 
heart does not go with the words, you are 
none the less bound by the utterance of 
your lips, whatever your heart may have 
felt. So also with these vows which -jws. 
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free to follow the bent of your own 
Imagine the case of a deserter fron 
British army, in time of war, fightitij 
the enemy's side. A message is sei 
him by his Sovereign, promising paid 
he will return to the English ranks, 
will fight for his country once more, 
reply is : ' Why, no ; I am afraid I n 
not live a life altogether such as shoul 
expected from a soldier of the Quee 
England I might fail here or tl 
bringing dishonour upon my colours 
think I may on the whole honour 
country more, by remaining in my pre 
position, where my conduct as a Br 
soldier does not undergo criticism, tha 
taking the decided stand of wearing 
Majesty's uniform, fighting under 
Majesty's colours, and being thus < 
polled to act either a consistent or at 
consistent part.' 
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How does the reasoning look when 
translated into the language of everyday 
life? The soldier will hardly make 
matters better, if he adds : ' I am quite 
aware of my liability to be shot some day 
as a deserter. But when that day comes, 
as I am told it must sooner or later, I 
hope I shall find opportunity to make my 
submission, and to re-enter the British 
army, just in time to escape punishment. ' 

What should we think of such a man ? — 
supposing the state of things to be possible. 
How we should all cry out upon his 
heartless and selfish cowardice ! And 
what shall we say of those who deliber- 
ately act even thus towards the King of 
Kings ? 

Again, there are many on the wrong 
side of the gate, who remain ihecft. 
because, though not exactYy eas^ «ik 
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satisfied in mind, they do not quite 
the need to enter. 

Indeed' there seems to be a consi 
able number who really do not cc 
themselves to be ' outside,' although t 
would not for a moment profess to 
'inside.' 

And yet God tells us of no third s 
— no intermediate condition. 

1 You hath He quickened (given life 
who were dead in trespasses and sir 
A state of death outside is contra; 
with a state of life inside. But a r 
must be the one thing or the othe 
either alive or dead. 

' At that time ye were without Chr 
being aliens from the commonwealth 
Israel, and strangers from the covenj 
of promise ; having no hope, and wi 
out God in the world.' 1 

'O no! that cannot be a true desc 
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tion of me. Bad enough I may be, but 
not quite so bad as that comes to !' 
How many would protest thus against the 
clear sharply-defining words. ' I do not 
want to make myself out better than I am, 
and I cannot pretend to believe that I 
am exactly safe; but I hope I am not 
among the altogether unsaved. I dare 
not say I really love God, but I have 
some sort of trust in His mercy, so I am 
not quite so badly off as to be without 
God.' 

Better to be altogether without hope 
than to rest upon a hope which is as shift- 
ing sand. No doubtful or neutral ground 
is spoken of in the Bible. 

Inside the gate — or — outside the gate. 
Among the saved — or — among the lost. 
A member of the kingdom — or — an alien. 
Bound by the covenants of promise Va 
Christ— or — a stranger from tYirav. T^snvc^* 



68 TRYING TO ENTER. 



Christ for Saviour, God for Father, the 
Holy Spirit for Guide — or — without God 
in the world. 

It must be one thing or the other. 
Not harshly and coldly, but in sorrow and 
pity these words have to be spoken. To 
stand ever so near the gate, and yet to 
remain outside, will avail nothing in the 
hour of death. 

1 Out of Christ is no salvation ; 
In Christ — no condemnation. 1 

I am speaking now, not of those who 
have never had the choice offered to them, 
nor of those hesitating and trembling ones 
who, though actually inside the gate and 
on the narrow path, are always question- 
ing and doubting the reality of their own 
safety. I speak to those who stand out- 
side, full in the light which streams from 
the open gate, not without some sense of 
their peril, yet still refusing to enter, still 
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trying to believe that they may be well off 
where they are. 

'He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life, and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of god abideth 

ON HIM.' 2 

Solemn words these ; yet do you think 
they spring from any want of love in that 
God whose very Being is Love ? Believe 
me, it is because your Father in Heaven 
so tenderly loves you, that the terrible 
truth is not glossed over. Will a mother's 
love leave her child to wander to the pre- 
cipice-edge and stumble over, when a sharp 
word of warning may hold him back ? 

Thus there are only the two classes — 
those that believe, and those that do not 
believe — those who have everlasting life, 
and those who abide still under the w»$K 
of God 
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Under His wrath, yet not by His will. 
See the contrast of darkness and light : 

' We all . . . were by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath, even as others. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ. ,3 

Not by His will, for God loves you, the 
Father draws you, Jesus died for you, the 
Holy Spirit would fain lead you in. Will 
you resist still, and remain outside — 
under the wrath of God, because apart 
from Jesus ? 

Week by week we hear sweet and true 
words spoken in our ears : 

* Almighty God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the 
death of a sinner^ but rather that he may 
turn from his wickedness and live. , 

Look at yonder ptedpvce, with a path- 
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way along its brink, where you may walk 
safely. Will you go recklessly to the 
edge and fling yourself over, carelessly 
saying, 'They tell me it is death to do 
so, but God is merciful, and I trust Him 
to keep me unhurt in my fall' And 
when, by so doing, you meet with the 
death you deserve, shall it be said of you, 
' He died by the will of God ' ? Verily, 
it may or may not be so, for these are 
matters which we cannot fully under- 
stand ; but certainly God did not step out 
of His way to slay you for your rashness. 
The deed simply drew its own inevitable 
consequences.' 

We are reasonable as regarding the 
things of this world Why not have the 
same common-sense with regard to 
spiritual things? If we put ourselves 
wilfully into peril, God will not perform a 
miracle to save our bodies fiom ycCy^* 



with those laws, be he Christ 
must take the consequences, 
laws which may not be tamper* 
things unseen as well as in th 
God shows us the way of safet; 
body and soul, and if we neg 
must endure the consequences ( 
actioa Keep from the precif 
True, there is a reverse-sic 
question. All power is in the 
God, from the beginning u 
Salvation is * not of him that \* 
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heart the while. Let the heat of the sun's 
rays be withdrawn from water, and it must 
harden into ice. Let the warmth of the 
Sun of Righteousness cease to touch the 
heart, and it must petrify. I think that is 
how God hardens : * Ephraim is joined to 
idols; let him alone/ 5 No more awful 
words could be spoken of a nation, or a 
man. Simply, * Let him alone.' Coldness, 
darkness, death, must of necessity follow. 
If you stand out too long, if you resist 
His voice and turn still from Him, the 
day may come when He will simply say, 
4 Let him alone.' And then, to you, the 
door will be shut 

But so long as the Holy Spirit strives, so 
long as you have a sense of uneasiness 
and a longing to be better — that day has 
not come. * Seek ye the Lord while He 
may be found; call ye upon Him while 
He is near.' 6 



!' 



mi 



74 TRYING TO ENTER. 

For remember, ' God desireth not t 
death of a sinner/ He does not desi 
your death. Butif you throw yourself ov 
the precipice, die you must 

4 Have I any pleasure at all that t! 
wicked should die ? saith the Lord Go< 
and not that he should return from r 
ways and live ? . . . Why will ye die, 
house of Israel ? For I have no pleasure 
the death of him that dieth, saith tl 
Lord God; wherefore turn yourself 
and live ye.' 7 

He is 'not willing that any shou 
perish.' 8 

For • God is Love* 

Hold fast to these thoughts, and I 
content to leave mysteries unexplaine 
The gate stands open. Only ' enter.' 



1 £phes. ii. a John iii. 8 Ephes. ii. < 
5 IIosca iv. c Isa. lv. 7 Ezek. xviii. • 



4 Rom 
2 Pet. 

V » i John iv. 




CHAPTER VII. 

OUR DUTY. 

|NE thing is certain ; a man will not 
find until he seeks. Another 
thing is equally certain ; a man will not 
seek until he feels his need 

'We have offended against Thy 
holy laws. we have left undone 
those things which we ought to have 
done ; and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done ; and 
there is no health in us. but thou, o 
Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
offenders.' 

Sunday by Sunday, tens of thousands 
kneel — or sit ! — in their pews, \.o mXXsxV^- 
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fore the Majesty of Heaven these wo 
of lowly confession, so familiar to us. 

Do all that say them with the lips m< 
them with the heart ? 

A miserable offender against God's h 
laws ! A miserable sinner in God's m 
holy sight i 

Quite correct to use such terms 
Church, of course. But how, after th 
people have risen, have left behind th 
the reverent atmosphere of the Hous< 
Prayer, have mingled again with 
things of daily life ? Do they feel th< 
selves still wretched and needy sinners 

'Well, "sinner" is a strong tern 
rather old-fashioned, in fact I do 
profess to be all that I ought to be, i 
I know I have my faults. But I can 
pretend to count myself quite so bad 
some others that I see ; and I hope I 
my duty, at all events. I doVt pret< 
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to be very religious ; but so long as I do 
my duty I hope I am all right/ 

That simple word ' duty ' weighs much 
with some people. It is well and praise- 
worthy, so far as it is made to go. En- 
glishmen in general have a rather strong 
sense of 'duty/ The mere feeling that 
1 1 ought } has such a mastery over some 
characters, that they will go through fire 
and water in obedience to it 

Is this all that our God demands of us? 

' Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God and keep His com- 
mandments j for this is the whole duty 
of man.' 1 

Then ' to do our duty ' is not merely to 
do certain things here or there, which 
seem to us right,- as regards our life 
among those around us. It means some- 
thing deeper — even to keep God's com- 
mandments. 



is our duty, that wnica i» o«v, .. 
God, is that we keep all His < 
ments. 

See a little more clearly wha 
pects from us : 

1 And now, Israel, what doth 
thy God require of thee' 2 — 
terms, What is thy duty? — *b 
the Lord thy God, to walk ii 
ways, and to love Him, and tc 
Lord thy God with all thy hea 
all thy soul, to keep the com 
of the Lord and His statute 
command this day, for thy goc 

w *rp is matter for self-searcl 
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grieved Him in nothing, loved nothing 
earthly more than Him ? 

' He hath showed thee, O man, what is 
good ; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly and to love mercy* — 
easy enough so far, many would think, 
but mark what follows : ' and — to walk 

HUMBLY WITH THY GOD.' 3 

Have you walked thus ? Are you walk- 
ing thus ? Step by step with God, follow- 
ing humbly wherever He leads ? To walk 
with God means to have mind and 
heart and will one with Him. ' Can two 
walk together except they be agreed?' 4 
Has this been the manner of your 
life? 

To ' do my duty ' is to do that which 
God expects and desires of me, and 
nothing short of this. No mere cold fol- 
lowing out of certain self-prescribed nile& 
of conduct is sufficient, but uttex *€&-&&- 
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votion, complete yielding of heart 
mind and will to God. 

'Take diligent heed to do the < 
mandment and the law ... to love 
Lord your God, and to walk in all 
ways, and to keep His commandm 
and to cleave unto Him, and to s 
Him with all your heart and with 
your soul. ,6 

Somewhat different this from the p 
lar notion of getting to heaven by ' c 
one's duty.' See the same deep 1< 
taught by the Lord Jesus : 

f One of the scribes . . . asked 1 
Which is the first commandment of 
And Jesus answered him, The first c 
the commandments is, Hear, O Is 
the Lord our God is one Lord ; and i 

6HALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD ' 

ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY i 

AND WITH ALL THY MttTO, MSB WITH 
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thy strength. . . And the scribe said 
unto Him, Well, Master, Thou hast said 
the truth. . . To love Him with all the heart, 
and with all the understanding, and with 
all the soul, and with all the strength. . . 
is more than all whole burnt-offerings and 
sacrifices.' 6 

More indeed — more than all obedience 
to mere calls of duty; more than all of 
kindness and thoughtfulness towards those 
around us ; more than all diligence, and 
philanthropy, and generosity, and fineness 
of character, and self-denial, and self-con- 
quest These, however admirable, and 
however necessary — as necessary they are 
in the Christian life — do not go to the 
root of the matter ; since in some degree 
they may be part of a man's own nature, 
and in some degree they may spring from 
lower motives. 

God demands from us out uon*» ^*- 

6 
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only this, but He demands the fulness of 
our love, the best of our love, the utmost 
which we have to give. And that which 
He demands is His simple due. For He 
is our Creator and our Father. All that 
we are and all that we have come from 
Him. Food and raiment, sunshine and 
blessing, home and friends, bodily and 
mental powers — all that we possess are 
His gifts. 

As the work of His hands, we are ab- 
solutely His, and we owe Him all that we 
have. We owe Him ourselves — our life 
and our love. The only thing which we 
have the power of withholding from Him 
is our heart ; and He stoops to ask that, 
• Give Me thine heart' 7 

Further, as explained in the last chapter, 

we owe Him our hearts and lives, because 

we are bought with a price. 'God so 

loved the world** tYvaX. ^* ^ave His 
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beloved Son, and the Lord Jesus so loved 
the world that He came to die — for our 
sake. We are 'bought with a price. ,9 It 
is not only that we may, if we choose, 
love and obey Him, but He has an entire 
right to expect this of us, as our simple 
duty to Him. 

Yet further, we who were Baptized in 
infancy, are trebly bound to love and obey 
Him j and even more solemnly bound are 
those of us who have renewed, in Con- 
firmation, the promises then made in our 
name. 

Shall we, after all, be content to sit 
down, and indolently to say, * Oh, I try to 
do my best, and I hope I don't fail in my 
duty.' 

That duty is — to love the Lord your 
lod with all your heart, mind, soul and 
trength ; to walk with Him ; to feax *K\m% 

6—2 



1VSVV> iiiM.... 



But who among living men € 
in all its height and depth, 
command ? 

None ! Through all the 
world's history, there has ne\ 
the man who perfectly and utl 
these commandments — exce 
Man Christ Jesus. For tr 
means neither more nor less 
holiness. 

' All have sinned, and com 

glory of God.' 10 

' We have before proved t 

ii „ w 
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* No man is justified by the law in the 
sight of God/ 13 

* The Scripture hath concluded all under 
sin.' 13 

This is the first lesson that has to be 
learnt This is the first step which must 
be taken towards the Strait Gate. A man 
must know himself to be outside, before 
he will wish to step inside. A man must 
know himself to be a sinner, before he can 
feel that he needs a Saviour. 

A sinner — not merely one who does his 
duty in a general way, and occasionally 
commits a fault — but a sinner in his very 
nature, a sinner in heart and mind and 
soul, a sinner through and through. 

'For there is no health in us.' 

It goes as deep as this. The whole 
body and soul are diseased and death- 
stricken. We lie in the dust before God^ 
as 'offenders against His YvoYy \a.v*^ \Nofc- 
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merely because we have here or there 
failed to keep this or that commandment, 
but because from first to last there is 
absolutely no health in us. We are born 
into the world, already tainted with evil. 
As the plague of leprosy descended by 
terrible inheritance from father to son, so 
the plague of sin has descended by terrible 
inheritance from Adam to his offspring. 
All that we do, all that we say, all that we 
think, is literally steeped in the dye of sin. 
No part of us is pure. 

And in ourselves we can find no help, 
no escape. No effort of will or power of 
resolution can free us. The leper could 
as easily cure himself of leprosy by the 
exercise of his own will, as the sinner cure 
himself of sin. 

There was nothing for the leper but— 
to come to Jesus. He could not cure 
himself, but in his abject helplessness and 
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defilement he could come. He could be 
thirsty and willing for the cure. And when 
he did come, one touch was enough. 

There is nothing for the sinner but — to 
come to Jesus. He cannot cure himself, 
but in his abject helplessness and defile- 
ment he, too, can come. He can be 
thirsty and willing for the cure. And 
when he does come — one touch is again 
enough. 

The leper might be for a while uncon- 
scious of his state. The plague might be 
in his blood, not yet broken forth ; or the 
spot might be small, not yet discovered; 
or his eyes might be blind, so that he 
could not see the signs. 

And the sinner often does not know, 
does not see, does not realize that he is a 
sinner. That must come first, and then 
the healing. 

God demands loving obedtexvcfe, Ns^ 
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we — we have no power to love, no power 
to obey. 

Yet He does not demand of us that 
which we cannot give. 

• Without Me ye can do nothing,' 14 Christ 
said ; so deep is the stain, so fearful the 
soul-leprosy. 

But, ' Let him take hold of My strength, 
that he may make peace with Me.' 15 

There is the remedy. 

1 Eccles. xii. ' Deut. x. * Micah vi. 4 Amos iii. 

8 Josh. xxii. 6 Mark xii. 7 Prov. xxiii. 8 John iii. 

9 i Cor. vi. 10 Rom. iii. ll Rom. v. " 2 Cor. v. 
"Gal. iii. "John xv. u Isa. xxvii. 







CHAPTER VIII. 

HOW TO ENTER. 

THINK there are a great many 
outside the gate, who remain there, 
not so much because they are not willing, 
as because they do not exactly know how 
to enter. 

They really do wish to be safe. They have 
a dread of coming judgment They look 
forward with fear, and backward with regret 
They do not find the things of common life 
sufficient for their needs. Moreover, they 
have a fair knowledge of Bible truths, 
and of Christian doctrines. Yet they find 
themselves practically very much in the 
dark as to ' what they shall do toYfc. saN^k? 
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Tli is may quite well be the case, 
though they may attend Church regu 
and may read their Bibles every day, 
may never neglect a certain fom 
manner of private devotions, and 
have a good many religious phras< 
command. None the less, the cry o 
heart may be, ' How can I know 
Way?" 

'Jesus saith. . . I am the Way.' 1 

' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
thou shalt be saved.' 3 

Yes, of course they know that, 
have heard the same a hundred t 
'But what must I do?* is the que: 
rather impatiently uttered sometimes 
don't see what I am to do 1' 

'Jesus answered and said unto I 
This is the work of God, that ye btlu 
Him whom He hath sent'* 

But 'believing' is not general!; 
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counted to be * doing,' and it sounds un- 
satisfactory. And they have a kind of 
impression that something else must come 
before ' believing.' So they try to become 
a little more good, or to conquer certain 
faults, or to work themselves into a fit 
state for prayer, after which they hope to 
be able to ' believe.' Just like a poor sick 
man again, trying to make himself rather 
better, before he sends for the doctor! 
How much wiser we are, as a rule, about 
our bodies than about our souls ! 

Never mind as to ' work ' at first. Work 
enough will come by-and-by. It is quite 
impossible that you should really belong to 
Christ, and not work for Him. You will 
have also to ' work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling;' 4 but the salvation 
must be given to you, before you can work 
it out, for that is a matter of free gift. 

* By grace are ye saved, throu^Vv ^KYra.\ 
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and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of 
God : not of works.' 5 

* Faith — yes, always faith. Everybody 
talks of faith as the way to heaven. I don't 
know whether I have faith or not ; and if 
not, I am sure I don't know how to get it' 

Faith is not the way to heaven. This is 
a mistake very often made. Jesus Christ 
is the Way — not faith. 

In the midst of darkness and terror, amid 
quakings of the ground, and tremblings 
of his own heart, the Philippian jailer cried 
aloud, that heart-cry of so many : 

* Sirs, what must I do to be saved ?'• 
And the answer came, clear, calm, and 

sweet : 

* Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.' 6 

To believe in— to have faith in — these 
are the same. - 

The words offered tvo difficulty to the I 



HOW TO ENTER. 93 

mind of the jailer. They had not then 
been flung to and fro through ages of dis- 
putation, tortured into every conceivable 
meaning, buried beneath piles of mystify- 
ing explanations. They had not then 
grown to the mass of men mere hackneyed 
threadbare expressions, as they too often 
seem now, until — but only until — the 
moment when the Holy Spirit takes those 
same simple words, and presses them 
home to a man's heart, in all their living 
power and radiant reality. 

'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.' 8 
The jailer knew what St Paul meant, 
though quite unlearned in religious terms 
and phrases. So much the better for him 
at that moment He did not sit down to 
weave a tangle of ideas about the abstract 
nnture of Faith. He thought of the Lord 
Jesus Christ not of Faith. He did what 
he was told to do— believed, m\& ~^^s 
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saved. He was like a man suddenly 
borne away by a strong river, finding him- 
self in danger of death. A rope was flung 
from the bank, with the command : ' Grasp 
it, and you are safe/ He did not wait to 
analyze the words, or to inquire curiously 
into the precise manner in which his 
fingers were expected to lay hold upon 
the rope. The matter was very clear. A 
drowning man — a rope at hand — and the 
grasp which would bring the two together. 
That grasp was Faith. 

* Faith ' and * Belief,' as spoken of in 
the Bible, are too often looked upon as 
quite different from faith and belief in 
everyday life. * Faith ' is a word which 
has gradually growgi to be almost set aside 
for religious purposes, till the popular idea 
about it is of something vague and mys- 
terious, peculiar to religion, and not to be 
explained by ordinaxy \ax^\K^ 
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Yet it really is a very simple matter. 

'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ' 6 

' Have faith in God.' 7 

Now this does not mean, as is often 
supposed, that, in some indescribable and 
difficult manner, we are to work up in 
ourselves, or otherwise to obtain, a certain 
incomprehensible feeling in connection 
with Christ, the reward from which feeling 
will be admission into Heaven. 

Have you ever noticed in common con- 
versation such expressions as, ' I have no 
faith in that man ;' ' I have complete trust 
in this person ;' ' I do not believe in such 
a one f { I have lost confidence in him'? 
Easily enough understood, when spoken 
about a man. 

There may be two causes for lack of 
aith in another. You may not believe in 
im — first, because you do not know Kwa. 
ell enough; or, secondly , because. Vvs» 
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character is not worthy of your _con- 
fidcnce. 

I do not think you will ever hear it said 
of a man, as is so often said of God, ' I 
wish I could get faith in him.' The words 
convey no sense, and would almost pro- 
voke a smile. All you would say is, either, 

* I wish I knew that man better, so that I 
could tell whether to trust him ;' or else, 

* I wish he were different in character, and 
worthy of my confidence. ' 

For faith, belief, trust, confidence, are 
all the same. Faith is no mere state of 
feeling, apart from an object. It is trust 
or confidence reposed in a living person— 
in one whose word and character may be 
thoroughly relied on. Nor can we pos- 
sibly feel this confidence in a person until 
wc know him. 

The Character and the Word of the 
Living God are indeed worthy of bound- 
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less trust, of undoubting faith, of im- 
measurable confidence. But how few 
know Him personally — know Him as He 
has revealed Himself in the Divine Son ! 

When we say, 'I wish I could get 
faith/ or ' I wish I had more faith,' we 
should rather say, 'I wish I knew God, 
that I might be able to trust Him;' or, 
i I wish I knew God better, that I might 
have fuller confidence in Him.' When 
the disciples prayed, 'Increase our faith/ 8 
they were, whether they knew it or not, 
really asking the Lord Jesus to let them 
enow Him better. 

'They that know Thy Name will put 
\eir trust in Thee.' 9 For to know God, 

d not to trust Him, is just a simple im- 

ssibility. 

Trust in Him at all times/ 10 
They that trust in the Lord shall be as 
<nt Zion.' 11 

1 



Keep in mind that • trust uu« 

in the Old Testament, ' faith ' an. 

in the New Testament-the wore 

used in either case— mean just tl 

' We believe that through th< 

the Lord Jesus Christ we shall b< 

A clear and brief explanation of 

through faith.' « Grace ' means fi 

unbought and undeserved boun 

« I believe God, that it shall ' 

it was told me.'" That was £ 

had said so-and-so should hap 

took God at His word, and be 

soand-so certainly would ha] 

. i, nn niired God bv so doing. 
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mised He was able also to perform.' 15 
Faith again. Abraham calmly and confi- 
dently believed that God eould do just 
exactly what He had said He would do. 

'And when He was come into the 
house, the blind men came to Him ; and 
Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I 
am able to do this f They said unto 
Him, Yea, Lord Then touched He their 
eyes, saying, According to your faith, 
be it unto you. And their eyes were 
- opened.' 18 How exquisitely clear and 
simple this I 

'I have called upon Thee, for Thou 
wilt hear me, O God.' 17 

' In the day of my trouble I will call 
upon Thee ; for Thou wilt answer me.' 18 

'The Lord is my Shepherd : I shall not 
want.' 1 " 

1 My eyes are unto Thee, O God the 



'1 



II 



tered througn tne r>iuic, *uc 
tical expressions of a sim 
faith, or belief, or trust, or ( 
God. 

For faith is very practical 
To put faith in a man m< 
confidence in him, to rest on 
sincerity, his power, his w 
faithfulness — some or all 
means, in short, to depend uj 

To ' believe on the Lord 
signifies no less. If we be 
we repose confidence in Hii 
Him ; we expect Him to d 
He has said He will do; 
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nature of faith. It may vary greatly in 
amount It may be very faint and trem- 
bling. But however dim and small in 
degree, it must yet be a real clinging to 
the Person and Word of a real Saviour — 
the God-Man, Jesus. 

Faith, at its beginning, may be only a 
steady looking up to the Crucified Christ, 
a looking from afar, through many mists 
and clouds. But as we learn to know 
Him better, the distant gaze grows into a 
childlike clinging, into a childlike confi- 
dence in all that He is and says and does, 
into very much the same kind of feeling 
that a little child has towards a true and 
wise and tender mother. 

'John xiv. 'Acts xvi. *John vi. 'Phil. ii. 
* Ephes. ii. * Acts xvi. 7 Maik xi. » Luke xvii. 
°i'si. ix. 'Tsa. kit. "I'sa. exxv. "Tsa.xxxiL 
"Aclsxv. "Aclsxxvii. " Rom. iv. "llatt.ix. 
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FAITH AND BELIEF. 

HAT a living faith in Christ should 
result from the oft-tried methods 
of working oneself into certain moods and 
frames, or of ' trying to become better,' is 
evidently impossible. 

' Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God.' 1 

Faith comes by hearing what ? In plai 
terms,' just this : God speaks to mat 
man hears, believes, accepts, acts up 
what God says. 

God speaks by the Word — in ol 
days by the uttered Word, and by 
lAving Word, ]esus Christ. In these 



FAITH AND BELIEF. 103 

He speaks by the Written Word, brought 
home to the heart through the gentle voice 
of the Holy Spirit. 

How wisely our Church has ordered 
that in her services so large a portion of 
God's Word shall be read day by day or 
week by week ! For in those portions are 
the messages of God to the hearts of the 
hearers— if men will but listen. 

A certain kind of cold belief— no, not 
belief, but lazy acceptance of the Bible 
and its contents — is common enough. 
Ask any ordinary well-disposed Church- 
goer if he or she believes the Bible, and 
the answer will probably come with a look 
of astonishment, ' Believe the Bible I I 
should hope so ! Of course I do !' 

Yet there is no 'of course ' in the matter. 
Careless acquiescence is not belief. A 
man may say ' yes,' simply to save the 
trouble of saying ' no." 
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Believe in coming destruction, yet not 
flee to a place of safety I Believe in 
approaching judgment, yet not seek escape 
from it I Believe in the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in all the unutter- 
able beauty and tenderness of His love 
and self-devotion, yet feel no throb of love 
or gratitude in return ! Impossible 1 That 
is not belief. It is indolent assent, but no 

Still, even this mere head-assent to 
Divine truth is not always quite lazy and 
indifferent. There are some who have 
reached the point of really believing the 
truth of these things, with a clear mental 
assent, and of anxiously wishing to go 

' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, '- 
they arc told. 

'Hut I cannot. I do not know how. 
J seem to have no tesSn% My heart is 
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hard as adamant. You talk of the love of 

God, and it does not stir me. You tell 
me that Christ died for my sake, and it 
makes no more impression on my heart 
than a leaf does falling on a rock. You 
talk to me of coming judgment, and I do 
not tremble. Nevertheless, in a sense I 
believe it all. I have no doubt it is all 
true. I am not happy about myself, and 
I wish to be saved ; but it seems as if I 
could not stir hand or foot.' 

Yet Christ stands at the open Door, 
waiting for you to enter. He is the Door. 
Only come to Him. 

'But I cannot I have no power to 
strive — no power to step forward. I seem 
quite hardened and helpless and dead.' 

No, not quite dead. Take comfort 
there. The dead know no uneasiness, 
no strivings of desire. The first signs oC 
life are a sense of anxiety, a. eori^.viw^' 1 '^ 
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that all is not right, and a wish to b 
ferent. The very feeling of numb hel 
ncss shows life, for the dead cannot I 

There is much of truth in what yo 
You are helpless. You are powe 
You are bound fast in Satan's chains, 
the Son of God shall set you 
' Without Me ye can do nothing, ,a ii 
declaration. And to have learnt 01 
much is cause for thankfulness; sine 
is the first lesson which has to be le 
before a man can find safety, and the 
Spirit alone can have taught you this L 
The Tempter would never have help* 
to learn it, though he is likely now to 
use of it by overstraining the truth. 

You are absolutely and utterly h< 
— without Christ. You cannot stir 
or foot — until He breathes into ) 
His power. Yet hear the commani 

'JJeJieve on the lord "Jewis, Chris 



FAITH AND BELIEF. IO7 

'Come unto Me.' 4 

'Look unto Me." 

' But I cannot believe — I cannot come 
— I cannot even look, my heart is so 
hard' 

' Ask, and ye shall receive.' 8 He 
wilt give you a new heart and a new spirit. 
He has pledged His word to do so. ' Ve 
have not, because ye ask not.' 7 Will 
God command, and not give power to 
obey ? With every command is linked 
an abundant promise. Only ask. 

■ But I cannot even ask,' is sometimes 
the plaintive answer. ' I seem to have no 
heart to pray. I do not know how.' 

Look to Jesus. Lift your eyes to Him. 
One glance will bring strength for a second. 
Ho wails to be gracious. 

'It is quite impossible. I have not 
even the power to look to Him.' 

Now believe me, von ait vweV^tw 
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You can look, and you can ask. I do not 
say that you can do either in your own 
strength. Count yourself as helpless as 
you will. Lay yourself as low in the dust 
as you please. But I do say that, at this 
moment, if you will, you can look and 
you can ask. The very command from 
God to do so, is a sure proof that He will 
make you able, the moment you set your- 
self to obey Him. The sick, the lame, 
the palsied, had no power to stand — yet 
when Christ bade them, they rose and 
walked. At the instant of their willing 
though helpless effort, He gave them 
power. 

Take care that the Tempter does not 
delude you in thinking of yourself as a 
mere log in God's hand. He has graciously 
given you heart, mind, will, character. He 
has given you the wish to come to Christ. 
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you feel yourself — and as you make the 
effort, the Holy Spirit will breathe strength 
into you. 

Had God forbidden you the Gate of 
Safety, you could not enter. Had God 
shut the gate, you could not open it 
But He has done far otherwise. He has 
set it wide open, and commanded you to 
walk through ; and Christ stands with out- 
stretched loving hands, pleading with men 
to cross the threshold. Then what means 
this reiterated 'cannot*? If Jesus Himself 
bids you step forward, who but the 
Tempter himselfcan be holding you back? 

I would not be misunderstood here. I 
would be very clear as to the fact, that we 
have no power whatever to save ourselves, 
to change our own hearts. 'Can the 
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard 
his spots? Then may -ye »\w» &» %w>*- 
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'" ,i« believe l^V,,,^ a to" 
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by them at the first moment that they 
choose to take the trouble to stoop for it 
There are two sides to this great 
question. The gift is free and royally 
offered, yet its acceptance is weighted with 
conditions. The gate stands open wide, 
yet in most cases men have to ' strive ' to 
enter. The Lord Jesus lovingly seeks and 
finds the wandering sheep; yet the wander- 
ing sheep has also to seek and to find Him. 
Christ knocks long and patiently at the 
door of the sinner's heart ; yet the repen- 
tant sinner has also to knock, and some- 
times has to knock long and patiently, at 
the Master's door. God waits in His love 
to be gracious to man ; yet man has often- 
times to wait upon God for the gracious 
answer, which in the end always conies. 

The first step is taken by God. The 
next step must be taken by man, 

He has given the command, "mi. ^ a 
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will give the needed help. Be very sure 
of this. However hard and cold your 
heart, you can do one thing. You can go 
apart ; and in silence, and alone, you can 
kneel down, and plead aloud — ' Lord, 
save me, for Christ's sake. God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. ' Not once only. 
Plead and plead again and yet again. 
If you cannot feel that God is there, you 
may know that He hears you. 

The answer may not come at once. 
You have kept Him waiting long, and He 
may keep you waiting a little while. You 
cannot change your own heart, or make 
yourself believe ; but you can wait quietly 
at His Feet, until He answers you. 

The answer is sure to come, for ' every- 
one that asketh receiveth ; and he that 
seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened.' Listen, and God will 
soon speak to you. B\s ^\xvt is already 
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stirring within you. Faith, love, realization^ 
may all be wanting; but have patience, 
looking steadily up to Jesus. He will do 
for you according to your need. 

1 Believe ye that I am able ?' He asks. 
Say to Him, « Yea, Lord.' 10 

4 Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst !' is 
often the sad utterance; and, with out- 
stretched Hand, the response comes, 'I 
will.' 11 

* If Thou canst do anything,' is often 
again the trembling prayer; and Jesus 
says in gentle rebuke, 'If thou canst 
believe, all things are possible.' Well for 
us when the answer breaks forth with 
sobs, * Lord, I believe ; help Thou mine 
unbelief/ 12 

* Teach us what we shall say unto Him, 
for we cannot order our speech by reason 
of darkness/ 13 
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'O Israel, return unto the Lord thy 
God ; for thou hast fallen by thine 
iniquity. Take with you words, and turn 
to the Lord : say unto Him, Take away 
all iniquity, and receive us graciously.' 14 

* Him that cometh to Me, I will in no 
wise cast out' 16 

1 Rom. x. 'Acts xvi. 8 John xv. 4 Matt. xi 
•isa. xlv. fl Matt. vii. 7 James iv. 8 Jer. xiil 
9 Matt. vii. 10 Matt. ix. » Mark i . " Mark ix 
18 Job xxxvii. 14 Ilosea xiv. 1B John vi. 
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CHAPTER X. 

'AM I HIS, OR AM I NOT?* 

HERE are, it may be, certain timid 
followers of Christ, already through 
the Gate, already walking the Narrow 
Way, yet doubtful and troubled about 
themselves, who might gather some dis- 
couragement from these pages. I am 
anxious to guard against the possibility. 

Much has been said again and again 
about the need for entering the Strait 
Gate. For the Bible says much on this 
subject The Bible resounds with com- 
mand and entreaty, thai meet ^vo>\k&* 
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repent, should strive, should enter, should 
turn to God. 

But how about those who, looking back 
through their past lives, cannot in the 
least remember any one particular period, 
when they passed through a kind of ex- 
perience which might be described as 
' entering the gate/ or * turning from 
darkness to light ' ? l 

Perhaps, as they view the past, they 
can recall a time when they certainly did 
not love the things of God, though now 
they feel sure they really do love them, 
and do earnestly seek to serve Him. 
Yet no definite point or line divides th< 
one time from the other. 

Or perhaps they can gaze into earlie 
childhood, and recall no years at all, 
which they did not love the Word ? 
the ways of God, and did not appes 
belong to Him. 
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Could it have been ail delusion on theii 
part? If they have never entered the 
gate, how can they be walking in the 
narrow path ? What if, after all, they are 
still outside— still among the alien band ? 

Now, we must never forget that God 
has very different methods of dealing 
with different people. Here, He awakens 
a sleeper by a thunderbolt ; there, He 
rouses a sleeper by a gentle whisper. 
Here, the darkness bursts into sudden 
light ; there, the dawn creeps slowly over 
the hill-tops, and you cannot say at what 
moment night becomes day. Here, He 
cures the leper with a touch ; there, by 
His power, the sick man slowly rallies, 
and finds his way to health through a 
tardy convalescence. 

My own belief is that the gentle 
whisper, the slow dawn, the gnulwA vs.- 
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the thunderbolt, the burst of light, and the 
instantaneous cure. Either is in God's 
power, alike in the world around us, and 
in things spiritual. But He commonly 
works by quiet and gentle means. 

There are very many who have come 
to Christ, who have yielded their hearts to 
Him and are verily His servants, yet who 
cannot in the least say when they took 
the great step. 

For not seldom, in answer to a parent's 
prayers, He seems to make the little one's 
heart His own, in early childhood or in 
very babyhood, and the whole life after is 
a life yielded to Him. And with many 
others, though the change comes later, it 
comes very gradually. He draws them 
onward softly, and not at all by a sudden 
leap. Here they saw a little more clearly; 
and there they believed a little mor< 
firmly. Here they \ean& to V*\& si 
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more ; and there they learnt to love God 
more. Here they gained fuller victory 
over themselves ; and there they obtained 
brighter views of the future. Some 
upward steps were longer and more im- 
portant than others, yet not one seems to 
have been exactly the step of a complete 
change, a turning from death unto life. 

But what of this ? What if the man, 
who has lain long at death's door, cannot 
name the precise day when danger to life 
was over, or the exact time when he 
ceased to be an invalid and was in good 
health once more ? So long as he is well 
now, such questions matter little. 

What if you do not know the moment 
when you came through the gate — the 
hour when you quitted the service of the 
Tempter ? God knows. 

The great question is not, When did I 
pass the gate ? but, Am I now in the path 
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of life ? It is not, When did I forsa 
service of the Evil One ? but, Am 
a servant of Christ ? 

' Examine yourselves whether ye 
the faith,' 2 is the command. Not t 
are desired to spend our lives in pe: 
self-questioning and fear; but froii 
to time we must calmly and stea 
search into our own standing, by tl: 
of many tests supplied in God's Wo 
tinder the guidance of the Holy Sp 

'Search me, O God, and kn< 
heart; try me, and know my the 
and see if there be any wicked way 
and lead me in the way everls 
This prayer of David is the prayer fo: 

A difficulty arises in connectio 
self-examination, when we comp; 
lives with what the Christian life o 
be, as taught in the Bible. For it 

hnnnartu *Vii(- tknea vj\in mi\Mn -ii-,i 
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Christ, are on the whole much better 
pleased with themselves and with their 
own conduct than those can be who are 
walking in light This could hardly be 
otherwise. Many a stain and spot, in- 
visible through the dark night, become 
woefully apparent in the blaze of morning 
sunshine. 

• Perhaps the following suggestions may 
be a help. 

The nearer you come to Christ, the 
more you will see of failure in yourself, as 
compared with Him, Never be content 
to have it so ; never rest with faults un- 
conquered. But in the matter of testing 
your standing before God, you must go 
deeper. How about motives and principles 
of action? Is there any heart-desire in 
you to do His will ? Are you pleased to 
please Him, and grieved to grieve Wsaevl 



struggle against the current t 
may be very slow, and may even 
you to cease entirely at times, 
that is very different from being ! 
resistently down in the rush of th 
Have you any love for Ch 
feeling of personal gratitude fo 
He has suffered on your beha! 
you are doubtful about your lov 
— and, strange to say, some of 
followers do seem doubtful — k 
matter in another light. Do 
warm your heart to hear of £ 
you ? Is it any pain to you t 
•« * ~« i.vwiv hand! 
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utterly without Him in life ? Your 
answers to these questions may perhaps 
show you that you really do love Him — 
just a little. If you do, it must be be- 
cause He has begun to reveal Himself to 
you ; and in that case the first steps at 
least have been taken. 

Again, do you feel prayer to be utterly 
valueless and useless? Or do you begin, 
ever so faintly, to find it a help and a 
comfort — to expect and to receive 
answers to your petitions, ' and to have 
sometimes a gleam of rejoicing in drawing 
near to God ? 

Once more ; though your faith may be 
very weak and tremulous, have you no 
confidence at all in the Blood which 
Jesus shed — no clinging to the Cross — no 
rest of heart in the great work which He 
has accomplished ? Not much cott&to&sfe- 
or clinging or rest, maybe,ta&\. ox&j V 08 ^ ^** 
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much that you would not for any con- 
sideration give them up. 

If it be so with you, then, knowingly or 
unknowingly, you must have found your 
way through the gate. You may be walk- 
ing perhaps in a very foggy atmosphere, 
yet in very reality drawing nearer to Christ, 
in very reality touching the hem of His 
garment. And, for your own comfort, 
remember, * As many as touched were made 

PERFECTLY WHOLE.* 4 

But do not be content to go on in fog 
and mist ; for there is no need The 
heavenly atmosphere, which your Master 
would have you breathe, is gloriously 
clear. 



If, after all this, you still feel doubtful 

and unhappy, and cannot sec or hope that 

things arc with you as ^ou \q\sK — 
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' Then be it so.' Count yourself among 
the outsiders; count yourself among the 
lost. 

But Jesus, the Son of God, bids you 
enter. Jesus Christ came to save the lost. 6 

If you have never come to Him before, 
come now. If you have never prayed 
before, pray now. If you have never 
believed before, believe now. If you 
have never sought Christ before, seek 
Him now. 

Only let the seeking be sincere, earnest, 
thorough. If you cannot yet take your 
stand as one who is a servant of Christ, 
take your stand as one who wishes to be 
His servant. Do not be ashamed of the 
position, or afraid to acknowledge Him 
Who is soon to be your Master. For 
there can be no doubt about the result. 
' He that seeketh, findeth' 6 — always, if he 
persevere. 



4 



apart a time tor prajc*, 

ing, and never allow indolence or disi 
nation or fear of the opinion of othe 
break in upon this habit Also, moi 
and evening, make leisure for at least ; 
verses of Bible-reading. Once in the 
there should be, not only Bible-res 
but Bible-study. A good deal ma 
done in even a quarter of an hour, 
more is not possible. 

Again, let attendance at Chun 
regular. Keep as a rule to one C 
and learn to feel yourself at home 
avoiding a restless habit of change 
— ritual search after fresh teachers 
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for that has come If you have not yet 
been Confirmed, there should be no further 
delay. Now is the time to come forward 
and to promise yourself publicly to the 
service of your God. You can do that ; 
and He will do the rest 

Above all, and through all these, keep 
strongly and definitely in mind, that your 
leading aim now in life is to seek and 
find Christ. Avoid anything, no mat- 
ter how innocent in its nature, which 
seems to hinder you in the search. Give 
yourself no rest of spirit, until you have 
reached His Feet, and received His heal- 
ing touch. Then, He will give you Rest 

For, 'He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him.' 7 

' If thou seek Him, Ho will be found 
of thce.' s 

'Now set your heart and jour soul to 
^ppk th« T.nrH vnnr C-,c\d "> 
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ye shall search for Me wil 
heart.' 10 

!Acts xxvi. 2 2 Cor. xiii. 
4 Matt. xiv. 5 Luke xix. 6 Matt 
s i Chron. xxviii. 9 I Chron. xxii 
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CHAPTER XL 

UNION WITH CHRIST. 

HERE are heights and depths in 
the matter of the salvation which 
God has provided for us, beyond the reach 
of the wisest man living to fathom. 

The sick and the lame came to Christ 
to be healed, and He healed them. Was 
it needful that they should understand, 
and be able to define in clear terms, the 
precise mode by which He made them 
whole? By no means. They believed 
that He could do it, and they came to 
have it done. That was enough. 

A woman touched H\m m ^a.^Nsssw^ 
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and virtue *ent out ^ 

u er on the spot , ^ rtue ,' or tl 

L« at aft ab0Ut ** ? Indeed, i 
anything » k effeC t? »» 

^ inWh ,n her heart, 'If I ««* 
Shehadsardrnhe haUbewhole: r 

.ouch^g^^^shadcomea 

* eonlytoe ; e htrexpected. Tbe'l 
exactly as she ^ d tVtt „g to her. 

fact that she 

<* reai im ^ -^ **° come t ; 

' rhereaie lo come, just as * 
S oul-heahng-- w ^ M to d< 

understandrngj^ ^ that tf 
bat simply feeu g ^ ^ th 

Tney ■*"£ Earned in the< 
they are qui» only kn ow 

controversy. 1 >^ and t r 

are it i^-^ 

Jesus is aw v 
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are only clear on one point, — that if they 
may touch but the hem of His garment 
they will be whole. 

And this is enough for safety. No need 
that they should be able to explain pre- 
cisely how He saves them, so long as they 
depend upon Him to do it The drowning 
man may be drawn ashore by a rope, 
though he be quite ignorant as to the 
manner in which that rope was made. 
The shipwrecked sailor may be brought to 
land by the lifeboat, though he has but 
the vaguest ideas as to the principles upon 
which that lifeboat was constructed. 

I do not say that a man ought to be 
content to stand still, and to advance no 
farther. 'Onward and upward,' should 
be our motto in Christian knowledge, no 
less than in Christian walk. But, so far 
as bare necessity goes, a man tx\a?$ Vsas^. 
almost no understanding as \£> ^ ^oa^sfc 



The Bible treats the great questi 
rule, very simply ; and man's expla 
are, not seldom, rather mystifyir 
enlightening. 

' Christ died for our sins,' 2 we ai 

1 He died for all.' 3 
v ' He hath made Him to be sir 
Who knew no sin, that we might 1 
the righteousness of God in Him. 

4 In Whom we have redemption 
His blood, the forgiveness of sin? 

'Christ also hath loved us, i 
given Himself for us/ 6 

* Tpsus. which delivered us 
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* Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us.' 10 

' Christ also suffered for us. ,n 

* Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the Just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God.' 12 

' He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities . . . 
With His stripes we are healed . . . The 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all.' 13 

And thus through scores of passages 
which might be cited. 

The pith of the matter lies here, that 
Christ suffered for us; that Jesus died 
in our Stead ; that, as He has borne the 
penalty for sin, we need not ourselves now 
bear it. 



Man has broken God's laws, and stands 
under the wrath of God. Christ steps 
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between, and endures the punishm 
and roan, shielding himself behind CI 
is acquitted. 

The above is perhaps a fair shor 
finition of the ordinary mode in w 
' the scheme of salvation ' is explaine 
many teachers. So far as it goes 
true, yet I think it is defective. 

The idea too often conveyed is thi 
Father views the sinner with anger 
and that Christ in love steps betweer 
avert the Father's wrathful venge 
flame.' 

But this thought is wrong. The Ft 
the Son, the Holy Spirit, are one. 
'wrath of the Lamb,' 14 is identical 
the wrath of the Father. The lo 
the Father is identical with the lo 
the Son. 'God so loved the world 
He gave His only begotten Son.' 16 
must never forget thts ' gewfc Vive w 
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with He loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins/ 16 

Also the expression, * Man has broken 
God's laws,' does not go deep enough. 
For man is a sinner through and through ; 
not merely one who now and then does 
wrong. His whole moral nature is diseased 
and dying through inherited moral 
disease. 17 There may be much in him of 
natural beauty, of natural nobleness, and 
even of a kind of natural goodness ; but 
these will not save him. Once made in the 
glorious image of God, he is not so utterly 
shattered by the fall, but that some faint 
remnants of the old fair outline are still to 
be seen ; even as remains of beauty may 
still cling about the girl who is smitten 
with deadly disease ; but none the less 
the disease is there. So surely as the 
leper, uncured, must die, the sinner, 
unhealed by Christ, must \>wsfcu ^e> 
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surely as the man who falls over a precipice 
must be dashed to pieces, the sinner, 
unless saved, must meet his doom. 

And in His deep love the Father sent 
the Son ; and in His deep love the Son 
came to die ; and in His deep love the 
Spirit works, — that the leper maybe healed, 
that the precipice-doom may be averted 

' Christ steps between and endures the 
punishment, and man, shielding himself 
behind Christ, is acquitted.' True ; yet 
even here, in the ordinary mode of present- 
ing the truth, there is one leading thought 
often missed out or dimly presented; a 
thought which helps to meet much that is 
perplexing to many minds. This thought 
is union with Christ. 

The Lord Jesus said : ' I am the True 

Vine, and My Father is the Husbandman. 

Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit 

He raketh away ; and every Ymach that 
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bearcth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. . . . Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the Vine ; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. I 
am the Vine, ye are the branches. He 
that abideth in Me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit ; for with- 
out Me {or apart from Me, or severed 
from Me) ye can do nothing. If a man 
abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a 
branch, and is withered ; and men gather 
them, and cast them into the fire, and they 
are burned.' ,B 

Two classes of men have been re- 
peatedly spoken of, and here we have the 
two classes again : those who are part of 
the Vine, and those who are severed 
from the Vine. Death and life, once 
more. Inside and outside, once maie.. 
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literally living through our union with 
Him Who is 'The Life.' 

Life is shown by fruit. The withered 
bough, apart from the stem, bears neither 
leaf nor flower nor seed It may have 
still some remains of beauty of form, but 
it has no life, no power to grow. It is 
good for nothing but to be cast into the 
fire. 

The Revised version of the Epistle to 
the Romans gives this thought of union to 
Christ with remarkable clearness : 

' For if we have become united with 
Him by the likeness of His death, we 
shall be also by the likeness of His resur- 
rection ; knowing this, that our old man 
was crucified with Him. n * 

' Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were 
made dead to the law through the body 
of Christ; that ye should be joined to 
another, even to Him 'Who ^*s» rasfc^ 
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6 God, Who is rich in mercy . . . hath 
quickened ' — or given life to — * us, together 
with Christy and hath raised us up together^ 
and made us sit together in heavenly 
places, in Christ Jesus.' 21 Not merely 
* will do it,' but * hath done it.' 

This is union with Christ, a simple yet 
profound reality. For that which may be 
said of the Vine, may be said of its 
branches. That which is true of the Vine 
as a whole, is true of each part of the 
Vine. 

Much of mystery must ever lie in these 
deep truths of God ; but thus far, at least, 
the matter is clear to human understand- 
ing : that if a man, by virtue of his union 
with Christ, has already ' in Christ* borne, 
the due penalty for his sins, he need not 
fear to bear the same again. i There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus/ 22 The vital 



The same thought of ' union* 
taught us in the picture given of 
the Head, and the Church as H 
individual believers being the 1 
parts of the Body. 

What union can be closer 
union of head and body ? Wha< 
is more entirely one than the e 
head and hand and foot ? He 
have the flowing life-blood, the 
passages, the ceaseless circulat 
«** limb from the body, and it 
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to the Church, which is His Body, the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all.'" 

This view carries with it great sweetness 
and security. 

'For no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 

EVEN AS THE LORD THE CHURCH ; for We 

are members of His Body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones.' 

And — ' He that is joined unto the Lord 
is one Spirit.' 56 

Wondrously close and complete the 
union I Can the servant of Christ have ever 
a pain or sorrow which the Master does 
not suffer too ? What, the hand ache, and 
the head not know it ? the limb be injured, 
md the head not throb in sympathy ? 



: find the same thought 
at High-priestly prayer' 
;, before He sufl<;i;i:<i 
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* That they may all be one ; as 1 
Father art in Me, and I in Thee, thai 
also may be one in Us; that the ' 
may believe that Thou hast sent Me 
That they may be one, even as W 
one ; I in them, and Thou in Me 
they may be made perfect in one.' 26 



And, once more, we find it sho 
the holy ordinance of the Lord's Su 
alike a memorial of the past, a pled 
the future, and a present means o 
feeding and soul-strengthening. 

If we would indeed be one witl 
abiding in Him, as the branch ab 
or is one with, the Vine, we mi 
upon Him ; we must partake of I 
must be united to Him ; even in 
manner as a man who partakes 
is one with the bread nnUcK he 1 
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we must be spiritually ' partakers of His 
most blessed Body and Blood.' 

For He said of Himself, ' This is the 
Bread which came down from Heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof and not die. 
. . . Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man, and drink His Blood, ye have no 
life in you/ 27 

Only take good heed that you do in 
very truth partake of Him. For many 
who go through the outward ordinance, 
many who are ready enough to say : 
' Lord, Lord P in word and act, yet remain 
to the last withered and dead branches 
before God, because severed in spirit from 
Christ. 

( If a man abide not in Me, he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered ; and 
men gather them, and cast them into the 
fire, and they are burned.' 28 

Sap circulating •, Yvfe-\&&<A *ss««*t\ 
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bread and wine partaken of; all teach the 
same great reality, of the union of the 
soul with Christ 



But how does this union take place? 
What shall join the severed and dead 
branch to the living Vine, the Lord Jesus? 

The illustration seems at first sight to 
fall short here ; for the literal branch, once 
cut off from the tree, must die. Nothing 
short of a miracle could make the two 
one again. 

Yet truly, it is by nothing short of a 
miracle that dead souls are called to life. 

The old story over again, — ' Come ' to 
Him who is the Life. There cannot be 
oneness without contact, without touch. 
Come to the Feet of Jesus, and let His 
holy healing Hand be laid upon you, and 
then and there union begins. No long 
process of budding 01 <A cnSS&% Sa re- 
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quired ; nothing beyond the Divine 
uniting touch. 

No long process necessary : so it may 
seem to us. But how little we know. 
For doubtless there is, in many if not 
in most cases, more or less of gradual 
preparation before the moment of the 
'touch ;' and often the very 'long patience' 
required, and the very slow growth of life 
in the soul, resemble not a little the bud- 
ding or grafting process in nature. 

So there must be at first the 'touch, 
and the touch must be followed by con- 
tinued contact, by ' abiding in Jesus,' by 
remaining perpetually united to Him. 
Otherwise, there could not be the con- 
tinuous circulation. 

If you would promote the circulation in 
your body, it must be by living a healthy 
life, with sufficient food and sufficient 
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be of the same nature as the vine, of 
which it is a part That which is unholy 
cannot be a portion of that which is holy. 

Apart from Christ we can do nothing. 28 
The severed and dead bough is utterly 
unable to produce bud or leaf. Union 
must take place first, and, if that union 
be a reality, the rest must follow. 

'Come, and let us join ourselves to 
the Lord, in a perpetual covenant that 
shall not be forgottea' M 

1 Matt. ix. a 1 Cor. xv. *2 Cor. v. * I Cor. 
v. J iEph. 1. «Eph. v. *j Thess. I. 
>i Tim. ii. 'Heb. te. "Gal. iu. "1 Pet. ii. 
12 I Pet. iii. "Isa. liii. "Rev. vi. "John iii. 

11 Eph. ii. " Gen. viii. 21 ; Psa. Ii. 5 ; Isa. i. 5 ; 
Jcr. xvii. 9; Rev. iii. 17. 1B Johnxv. "Rom. vi. 
-» Rom. vii. - 1 Eph. ii. ™ Rom. viii. 2J 1 Cor. 
xii. -' Eph. i. as 1 Cor. vi. -" John xvii. 
^Jolin vi. '"John xv. !a Jer. 1. 
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COLLECT FOR THE FOURTH 
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 




GOD, the Protector of all that 
trust in Thee, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy ; increase 
and multiply upon us Thy mercy ; that, 
Thou being our Ruler and Guide, we 
may so pass through things temporal, that 
we finally lose not the things eternal 
Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for Jesus 
Christ's sake our Lord. Amen. 




D BOSS, FRINTHRS, C 



>/ 




